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Part (3-b) Handicraft. Dev.lop.d through Heca.ity. 

OCCUPATIONS BETAKEN 1810 - 186 °- 

Th. principal induatry »aa of coura. farming, but b.caus. of a grot, 
need fo/thorn, othar .mall induatria. auch aa black.mithing and milling 
were established in all sections of the county.. 

The first stores were at Huntersville, but after the building of tk 
Staunton, Parkersburg Road through the upper part of the county, and thr 
ITarlintoo/to Lewisburg road in the lower part of the county in 1854-56 skree 
opened at Greenbank, Killpoint, and soon at other points. 

Since there was so much blacksmith work to be done shops sprung up £1 
over the county. 


Henry H a rper who lived on Knapps Creek, having moved there soon afi»- 
1812 to a 200 acre farm owned by his father Nicholas Harper, did much t« 
promote industry in that section. He built th. first tilt hummer in thrf 
region. Thi. .hop wee curried on under his personal supervision. Hal* 
Aanless, c.org. H.v.n.r of P.ndl.ton, and Anthony Lightner of Swago, erf 

learned the trade with him, and were all good smiths. Other 
improvement, mad. by him .era, . ta„„. r y .hop bum by ^ 
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Thomaa Drinnon of near Marline 

John Burgees .» . carpenter and for »any years 
th. coffins needed in lower Pocahontas. 

William Bradshaw of Brown Creel operated a carding —- . 

The hales of roll, were fastened with blech thorns which *- so plentiful 
in this section. John Galford. Jr. conducted a flourishing theory 
at Huntersville. • 

' R„. John Waugh of Indian Draft was a skillful worker in metals. 

Kis speciality being hoes one of the most useful implement*. He 
elso excelled in tempering axes Another implement of invalsble help 
to the pioneer. 

John Logan of Top Alleghany was a skilled cabinet nata’. 

William Curry was a stone*mason. After Ms marriage Se went to 
Lewie County. 

% George W. Whiting and his son Ebenexer Whiting of Droop Hountain 
* #f * # hilled maaons, plasterers, and brick layers. It is. reported that 
.he -orter they used would adhere to tenaciously that sometimes it had 
Mpp«d from a brick. The smooth finish they gave plastering has 
n. n oxcllad in our tiaa with all our modern improve*^. 
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Joshua K*e who lived one mil- below Marlinton could work in iron, . 

; tone and wood. Hie specialty was gunsmithing, a great service to the ' - 

1 * . . 'Apt* 

people as so much hunting was done. 

John Kee specialized in wagon making.- 

. ' . V i 

Nathan Burgess, a gunsmith. Many of the old hunters of the early 
part of the century were supplied by him with rifles. Some jof his rifl»’ 
were used for military service during the Civil War• One of the best 
specimen of his workmanship was' made for the late William McNeill of 
Buckeye. It was reputed to be one of the mcst accurate in aim -and far 
reaching of any mountain rifles ever in the country. 

(Part of this material was taken fjom History of 
Pocahontas County - Price, and part of it from 
old papers.) ; 


